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eted, and every artifice, every temptation, every seduction—
and what daughter of Eve could boast of such an arsenal of
irresistible weapons as that which Rachel possessed—was re-
sorted to in order to obtain it. The instant it was hers, the
longed-for object lost all attraction; it was utterly despised;
unless, indeed, it possessed a metallic value, every other charm
was annihilated by possession. The human victims that have
been sacrificed to bring to her feet the homage tributed to an-
other have been so numerous that she herself would have been
puzzled to number them. Were hearts made of the brittle
texture they are supposed to be by mad poets and boarding-
school misses, the fragments of those broken by Rachel would
have cumbered her path. Fortunately, those trophies are of
tougher materials, and, if ever flawed, are easily mended and
made as good as ever. As for her own, there was no danger:
love, affection, passion, sentiment, feeling, never determined
her choice. The advantages to be derived from the position,
station, rank, or wealth of a friend, or the triumph of seducing
the allegiance tendered at some other shrine, were ever the
guiding motives of her selection, and where she willed she
never iailecL
It has been said that Rachel was not beautiful. Perhaps
she was not to the eye that sees beauty but in certain conven-
tional forms, in a certain color; but while none can pronounce
her to have been plain, she possessed that higher degree of
beauty imparted by the radiant light of genius illuminating
the countenance. For such as delight in detailed accounts
of each feature, we give them here, premising that descriptions
never furnish an adequate idea of the effect of the whole upon
the beholder.
The head was perfectly shaped, rather small, rather broad,
not high, and covered with dark chestnut hair, neither thick
nor thin, but beautifully fine, soft, and silky. The brow, en-
dowed with such extraordinary power of expression, was prom-
inent and wide, but low; her eyebrows were exquisitely drawn;
the eyes, the same color as the hair, were neither large nor
small, but so deep set that they had the appearance of being
intensely black: they were fringed with very long silky lashes.
The mouth, neither large nor small, was filled with teeth all

